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Lawmakers try to get support .
for more aeronautics R&D spending

Lawmahers are sepping up efforts to boaost federal
funding for aeronautics research and developmenr,
pushing colleagues to provide $100 million ahove the
Bush Administration’s request for fiscal 2003 and uying
1o bulld support for legislanon o double aeronautics
R&D spending over five years -

All of Virginia's 11 House members recently sent a
letler 1o the leaders of the House Appropriations
Commiree’s VA-HUD-NASA subcommirtee urgimg a
$100 million increase for NASA aeronautics R&D,
including $20 million for high-performance awcraft
technology. $20 million for aeronaurical test facility
upgrades: $15 mullion for rotorcraft research; and $15
rmullion for supersonic aircraft technology.

The advanced awcraft program, aviauon securiry
research and aeronautics university insutures each
would ger an addirional $10 mullion.

The Virginia lawmakers. whose stare 1s home 1o
NASA's Langley Research Center in Hampton; one of
four major NASA aeronauncs research cenrers, wroe
thar the U.S. needs to boost aeronauncs R&D spending
Io keep its edge in civillan and military aviation.

Despite growing aviation comperition from Europe
and elsewhere, the Bush Administration is proposing 1o
spend $541 million on NASA’s aeronautics program 1n
FY "03, down $58 million from FY ‘02 and about half
whar if was five years earlier. .

“Langley is an important national resource, aperar-
ing raore than 30 wind tunnels, numerous laborararies,
flight simulatars, scientific computing lacilites, and
research awcraft,” the lerter says. "These are the 1ools
thar have kept the U.S. aeronaunes industry deminant
1n both civil and military aviation, but that dominance
has been steadily eroding and our narianal mvestment
in pushing the aeronautics research envelope is wither-
ing.”

The lener's signers include Reps. Virgtl Goode (I-

Va.). James Mgran (D-Va.) and Frank Wolf (R-Va.), all

members of the House Approprianons Commuree

A similar letter is being drafteq in the Senare.

Hell axcies lohbied

To build support for legislation that would double
aeronaurics research and development funding over
five years ar hoth the FAA and NASA, several House
members June 4 hosted a briefing for congressional
awdes. Under the hill, spearheaded by Rep. John Larson

(D-Conn ). NASA's aeranautics R&D budget would rise
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to $1.15 bulion by 2007. while the FAA's aeronauucs
R&D funding would go up to $550 million by the same
year (DAILY, May 6).

Roy Harris, chief rechnical adviser for the NASA
Aeronautics Support Team (NAST), said at the briefing
thar the Larson bill is needed to sustain American mil-
liary air superiority, head off a conninued decline in the
U S. share of the world's civil aircraft market. and curb
dirport congestian.

“Failure 10 act now will result in continued erosion
of U.S. aviation leadershup. unrealized national eco-
nomic growth, and increasingly consirained mobility
for all Americans,” Harris said.

The bill has 23 co-spansors and has been referred
to the House Science space subcomminee. Larson is a
mermber of thar subcommttee and could offer his lag-
islanon as an amendment to the panel’s NASA reau-
tharization bill later this year.

Supporters of the Larson bill believe sumilar legisla-
don soan will be introduced in the Senate.

- Marc Selinger (marc_selinger@AviauanNow com)



